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Mission Statement: AAUW advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research.
Value Promise:   By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.


SEPTEMBER 2010 NEWSLETTER     AAUW Bridgeport Area Branch
www.aauwbridgeport.org

President’s Message

Over the next two years, I envision our branch “partnering with organizations in the community breaking through educational and economic barriers affecting women and girls and creating positive societal change.”     

Last year, we had a very successful program beginning with the September Kickoff Meeting with Dale Allen’s magical performance of “In Our Right Minds”.   In October, Jeff Burt raised thought-provoking questions in his presentation of “Africa & Europe: Contrasts in Circumstances”.  Our scholarship fund was increased following the fundraiser at the Square One Theatre.   In March at the Trumbull Library, Housatonic Community College President Anita Gliniecki presented HCC’s amazing record of growth and future direction and in April we partnered with the library to present a discussion of “From Galileo to Dawkins”.  We celebrated the success of the CT girl’s basketball team with Marissa Moseley, Assistant Women’s Basketball Coach at UCONN, at the annual library luncheon.

In 2010-2011, we look forward to supporting our members, working in the community  and striving to encourage women and girls to enter STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) fields.   Much of our success is due to the efforts of Gretchen Goethner, the Program VP, with the support of members of the board, committees and branch members.  

This year we’ll kick off the season on Thursday September 16th at the Trumbull Library with keynote speaker Rebecca Salonen who will discuss her organization Godparents in Uganda.  Following the presentation, and in line with this year’s theme, come and join our circle discussion of how members are working in the community to promote positive social change.  For example, members are currently involved with Women Build, HCC Women’s Center, SVA, and the LWV. I’m sure that many of our members are involved in the community in other ways.  Your story will inspire other members to get involved.  Perhaps there are ways that AAUW can support these organizations.

In our effort to advocate for women and girls to enter into STEM fields, on Thursday October 14th, we are partnering with the HCC Women’s Center, presenting a panel discussion at the college “Why women should enter STEM fields.”

All are also invited to the Annual Networking Picnic on Thursday, September 2nd at my home in Monroe at 6:30 pm.  This is an opportunity to meet new members and share your experiences with our branch.

Thanks to the efforts of Jean Weicker and Mary Ann Matthews, we continue to read to children at the Wilbur Cross School.  All members are welcome to join in this effort.  

Contemporary Global Issues is now on the Foreign Policy Association website and through that outreach effort we have two new members, Barbara and Karl Willischeck.  Great Decisions topics are interesting and informative and generate stimulating discussions on the critical events, places and people in the world.

Our scholarship fundraiser is scheduled for November 11th, at 7:00 p.m., to be held at the Square One Theatre in Stratford with a performance of “The Mousetrap”.  It promises to be an evening of suspense and fun.  All are welcome!

Membership is a team effort.  Linda De Leon is the VP of Membership and encourages all members to support recruiting new members and retaining our membership.    

Judi Polizzotti
Co-President AAUW Bridgeport Area Branch
 
(Editor’s note:  The ticket order form for “The Mousetrap” is the last page of this newsletter.)
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Programs

Thursday, September 16th

This year we’ll kick off the season on Thursday September 16th at the Trumbull Library at 7:00 with keynote speaker Rebecca Salonen who will discuss her organization Godparents Association Inc. in Bridgeport working against FGM in Uganda.  Following the presentation, and in line with this year’s theme, come and join our circle discussion of how members are working in the community to promote positive social change.  For example, members are currently involved with Women Build, HCC Women’s Center, SVA, and the LWV.  I’m sure that many of our members are involved in the community in other ways.  Your story will inspire other members to get involved.  Perhaps there are ways that AAUW can support these organizations.

Thursday, October 14th 

At the HCC Events Center at 4:00 pm, AAUW Bridgeport is partnering with the Housatonic Community College Women’s Center to present a Panel Discussion  “Why Women Should Enter Fields in STEM (Science Technology Engineering and Math)”.  On the panel are Dr. Chris Eggert, Design Engineer, Sikorsky; Dr. Kathleen Toedt, Assistant Professor of Anatomy, Physiology/Biology at HCC; Judi Otton, Principal, Advanced Decisions; and  Lucy L. Brakoniecki, MSW, Research and Policy Analyst, Connecticut Women's Education and Legal Fund.   We encourage members to attend and bring a local area student, family member or friend.

Gretchen Goethner
VP Program 


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Community Action Projects

Cross School Needs More Readers
Jean Weicker, Chris Ehlers, Sylvia Dahl and MaryAnn Matthews want you to join them as readers at Cross School in Bridgeport. These women are all members of AAUW and they all read with students at Cross School for an hour each week. 
We know that our AAUW members are busy women.
 But are you really too busy to read with a child or two for one hour a week?
That’s all it takes. One hour a week in a warm and welcoming school. One hour a week with a child who wants you to hear him or her read aloud.
At Cross, our year of reading begins with a school sponsored meeting that will provide you with all the needed information and suggestions to help a child have a successful year.
Call or e-mail MaryAnn for further information, or ask any of the members who are readers to tell you more.
MaryAnn Matthews  203-261-3212, mammatthews@gmail.com 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++	`
Scholarship

(Editor’s note:  Lorraine Conway emailed me from China, where she is teaching this summer, and asked me to list this year’s scholarship recipients.)

Kayleigh Blanchette, a resident of Monroe, graduated from Masuk High School in 2008 and is a sophomore at Champlain College in Vermont.

Laura Malla also resides in Monroe and is a 2003 graduate of Masuk High School.  She did her undergraduate work at Providence College and is currently studying osteopathic medicine at Virginia College.

Melanie Rodriguez, of Bridgeport, is a 2007 graduate of Central High School Magnet Program.  She is a sophomore at Neag School of Education, University of Connecticut.		
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Networking Group
As summer nears an end and we think of fall, it’s time for our annual networking gathering picnic at my home (58 Great Oak Farm Rd., Monroe) on Thursday September 2nd at 6:30 pm.  It’s an opportunity for us to reconnect with old friends and meet new ones.  The theme for this year will be “AAUW-Bridgeport partnering with organizations in the community breaking through educational and economic barriers affecting women and girls and creating positive societal change.”
 All are invited and please bring a friend or family member (young women and girls are encouraged) as this is an opportunity to learn about the organization.   
Our last gathering was at Sunset Meadows Winery in Goshen where we shared wine and cheese and stories of visits to various wineries in Europe and California.  We ended the day with a late lunch at the Hopkins Inn.
You can RSVP to me on 203-258-9552.
 Directions: 58 Great Oak Farm Rd.
Route 25: North towards Danbury to route 111 to Monroe.  At the intersection of 111 at the light take a right go about a mile to Purdy Hill Rd at the light take a left on Purdy Hill, Walgreen is on the right.  Go to the first stop sign and take a right on to Cutler’s Farm Rd go past Wolfe Park up the hill to Great Oak Farm and take a left.  Take the first left at the stop sign and then the first right on to Old Colony Rd.  Take the second right on to Great Oak Farm Rd. and go to the end at the cul-de-sac and park.
 Judi Polizzotti 
Co-President AAUW Bridgeport Area Branch

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Membership

We are all concerned about our membership numbers with the current tally only 72 members many of whom we seldom see.  So, if you haven't renewed your membership, please send your check to Sylvia Dahl ASAP!  Many thanks to all of you who are current...and those of you renewing.  As the new membership chair, I plan to work closely with our program and publicity chairs to have exciting meetings that focus on our activities supporting women and education and to have these meetings and activities well-publicized to help attract new members from all our various towns.  Please feel free to call or e-mail me with any ideas or feedback you may have regarding increasing our membership.     
 
Linda Anne De Leon
VP Membership
203-362-1844
lindeleon@optonline.net

*******************

I regret to inform you that we have lost one of our prominent long time members Grace Packer, who died on Wednesday August 18th.  I will remember Grace’s enthusiasm for life and the warmth and humor that she brought to our group.  She was the hospitality chair for many years.  She and her family will be in our thoughts and prayers.

Judi Polizzotti
Co-President AAUW Bridgeport Area Branch


Thank you to all our members for prompt payment this year.  At this time we have only 5 members who have not paid dues.  While many of our members do not have computers, this is what makes maintaining accurate records easy.  If you have any changes in address, phone, or Email address please let me know and I can change these on the Association Web site.  
At this time there are:  17 Honorary Life Members
                                        4 Paid Life Members
                                        1 Student Member
                                        2 Dual Members who live in Florida
                                        48 Members of Branch
for a total of 72 members. 

Sylvia Dahl
Membership Treasurer 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Contemporary Global Issues

We are excited to have another season coming up.  For the remainder of 2010, the discussion group will utilize the 2010 edition of the Foreign Policy Association’s “Great Decisions” briefing book.   The members will purchase the 2011 edition at the end of the year and develop the schedule at that time.
Global issues discussions are a way to be an informed citizen of the world.  Discussions are stimulating and interesting and often fun.  The schedule has been confirmed at Bayview, 920 Sylvan Ave. Bridgeport, on the second Tuesday of the month at 9:30 a.m.   Members will facilitate the discussions as follows:

Sept. 14, 2010:  Linda Suhr  -- Transnational crime
Oct. 12, 2010: Claire Shumofsky  --  Halting atrocities in Kenya   
Nov. 9, 2010:  Merrillyn Decker  --  China looks at the world
Dec. 14, 2010:  open  --  The global financial crisis

We invite everyone to join us and to bring a friend.  We welcome new members to the group.  If they are not AAUW members, it’s a good way to introduce them to us.
If you need directions, you can email me at merrdeck@aol.com.

Merrillyn Decker
Member-at-Large










AAUW - Bridgeport Area Branch
2010 - 2011 Morning Book Study Program

      Name of Book     __              Author                Discussion Leader                 Date___

COUNTRY DRIVING            Peter Hessler        Merrillyn Decker                  Sept. 28

OLIVE KITTERIDGE           Elisabeth Strout      Shelia Kolesar                     Oct. 26

LITTLE BEE                           Chris Cleave             Elaine Matto	               Nov. 16

THE PRIME OF MISS           Muriel Sparks       Nathalie Taranto                   Jan. 25
JEAN BRODIE
            	
THE ELEGANCE OF THE    Muriel Barber        Marcia Eigel 	                       Feb. 22
HEDGEHOG

LET THE GREAT WORLD    Colum McCann      Linda Vaughan                Mar. 22
SPIN

ABIGAIL ADAMS                    Woody Holton          Jean Roberts                   Apr. 26+

+Pre-selection (for next season) following the discussion session on April. 27.

Final SELECTION of books for 2011-2012 program			       May 24
________________________________________________________________________________

Morning Book Study meets the 4th Tuesday of most months (see November) from September through May, 9:30 A.M., at Watermark-3030 Park Ave., Bridgeport, CT, (373-6195).




Any Bridgeport Area Branch member is eligible to join a Study Group.  Come to a meeting as a visitor, perhaps you’ll like the experience and decide to join us.  For further/more specific information, please contact the Chair.

________________________________________________________________________
Chairwoman – Jean Weicker           203-261-0691 
                                                                                      Email: j.weicker@att.net




AAUW Evening Book Discussions  2010-2011

     September  21                                  Home: Mary Misevich, 453 Surrey Lane, Fairfield		203-255-3804
The Botany of Desire (PB) by Michael Pollan, Discussion led by Mary						 	
October21			      Home:  Claire Shumofsky, 747 Tahmore Drive, Ffld 
					203-372-1700
Zeitoun (PB) by Dave Eggers, Discussion led by Claire

 *November 11	     Home:  Mary Misevich, 453 Surrey Lane, Ffld		203-255-3804	
 The Help by Kathryn Stockett, Discussion led by Phyllis Mankowitz 

    March 10                                  Home:  Louise MacCormack, 1491 Round Hill Rd, Ffld
	203-259-0625
 Edith Wharton (PB) by Hermione Lee, Discussion led by Louise
Members can also read any of the novels of Edith Wharton, such as Age of Innocence
	 
April 14	Home:  Gretchen Goethner, 394 Penfield Rd, Ffld
	203-254-8481

Lacuna (PB) by Barbara Kingsolver, Discussion led by Gretchen
             	
May 12                                        Home:  Phyllis Mankowitz, 91 Fieldcrest Dr, Trumbull
 	203-261-4971		
The Last Empress:  Madame Chiang Kai-Shek by Hannah Pakula, Discussion led by Judi Polizzotti	
 
June 9	Book Discussion Dinner Meeting	

	Details will be discussed spring of 2011
    
Our meetings generally begin at 7:30 pm and are open to all in AAUW.  Book group members please email hostess Regrets only.  AAUW members, please call hostess if you can come!  

    
*Date and location subject to change




Bridgeport Branch Calendar- 2010-2011

August 24th -Branch Board Meeting Picnic –home of Carole Fanslow, 6 p.m.

September 1st -Finance Committee Meeting-home of Gloria Francesconi, 6:30 p.m.

September 2nd -Networking Picnic –home of Judi Polizzotti, 6:30 p.m.

September 14th -Contemporary Global Issues- Bayview-Sylvan Rd., Bpt., 9:30 a.m.

September 16th - Season Kickoff General Meeting-“Godparents Association Inc.” by
Rebecca Salonen; discussion:  promoting positive social change-Trumbull Library, 7:00 p.m.

September 21st - Evening Book Group-home of Mary Misevich, 7:30 p.m.

September 28th -  Morning Book Group- Watermark-3030 Park Ave., Bpt., 9:30 a.m.

October 12th- Contemporary Global Issues-Bayview

October 14th – Panel Discussion “Why Women Should Enter Fields in STEM”- HCC  
  Events Center, 4 p.m.

October 19th - Branch Board Meeting-Bayview, 9:30 a.m.

October 21st- Evening Book Group-home of Claire Shumofsky

October 26th   -Morning Book Group – Watermark 

November 3rd  -Finance Committee Meeting-home of Gloria Francesconi

November 9th -Contemporary Global Issues-Bayview  

November 11th –“The Mousetrap”-Square One Theater, 7 p.m.

November-11th (subject to change) -Evening Book Group-home of Mary Misevich

November-16th -Morning Book Group-Watermark 

November 30th - Branch Board Meeting-Bayview

December-7th – Holiday Dinner-Testo’s Restaurant, Bridgeport , 6 p.m.

December 14th - Contemporary Global Issues-Bayview

January 5th - Finance Committee Meeting-home of Gloria Francesconi
January 11th - Contemporary Global Issues-Bayview

January-25th - Morning Book Group-Watermark 

February 8th - Contemporary Global Issues-Bayview

February 15th - Branch Board Meeting-Bayview

February 22nd - Morning Book Group-Watermark 

March 2nd - Finance Committee Meeting-home of Gloria Francesconi

March 8th - Contemporary Global Issues-Bayview

March 10th- Evening Book Group-home of Louise MacCormack

March 22nd - Morning Book Group-Watermark 

March 24th - General Meeting-Topic to be Determined-Trumbull Library

April 12th - Branch Board Meeting-Bayview

April ?- (Date to be determined) Contemporary Global Issues-Bayview

April 14th - Evening Book Group-home of Gretchen Goethner

April 16th  (Saturday) - General Meeting-Luncheon Program-Trumbull Library

April 26th -Morning Book Group-Watermark

May 4th - Finance Committee Meeting-home of Gloria Francesconi

May 10th - Contemporary Global Issues-Bayview

May 12th - Evening Book Group-home of  Phyllis Mankowitz

May 19th - Annual Meeting-Location to be determined

May 24th   -Morning Book Group-Watermark

June 7th – Branch Board Meeting-Bayview

June 9th - Evening Book Group-Dinner Meeting

June 14th - Contemporary Global Issues-Bayview

International

On Wednesday July 21st University of Bridgeport student Zorha Ali and Southern Connecticut State University student Heather Contreras and I attended the United Nations 46th Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) Committee Meeting on Turkey at the United Nations in New York.    

CEDAW was adopted in 1979 by the UN General Assembly.   It has been ratified by 186 out of 193 countries. Only Iran, Nauru, Palau, Somalia, Sudan, Tonga and the US have not ratified the international agreement on women’s rights. 

In 1980, President Carter signed CEDAW and in 1994 and 2002, it was voted on favorably by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, yet has not been brought to the Senate floor for a vote.   

Currently, the Obama administration strongly supports ratification, and has included CEDAW as one of five multilateral treaties it has identified as a priority.

Turkey’s Ministers stressed that respect for cultural difference is its priority.  Indeed, Ms. Ali agreed that from her perspective “Diversity was the most significant aspect of the meeting.”
  
As Ms. Contreras’s field is public health she was most interested in the decrease in the rate of maternal deaths from 28.5% to 18.6% and that 92% of women in Turkey took supplements.  “As a woman, I was struck by how women are being considered in Turkey,” she added. 

Ministers from Turkey’s Parliament presented their reports and answered questions posed by independent committee member experts with the following key points: 
· Article 11 on employment, the overall labor force rose as a result of rural women joining the formal labor market. Turkey’s target for women’s employment is 29%.  Yet the global economic crisis has also caused the number of women in the labor force to rise by 9% as the number of men decreased due to unemployment.
· The Education Minister stated that one of the education efforts transfers cash to parents in support of increasing primary education.   These payments are currently “higher for girls than boys”.
· In terms of diversity, the committee member Ms. Nicole Ameline from France questioned the rights of ethnic minorities, rural women and the poor. Turkey’s Justice Minister replied that, “The legal system now includes significant women’s rights language for all women in compliance with EU requirements.”  For example, Turkey has instituted a special life imprisonment provision for honor killings.
· There has been a 10-month study sub-committee of the European Court on Human Rights that identified shortcomings between legislation and enforcement.
· There is a new training program for police and human rights workers to improve awareness of domestic violence.
· There were only 859 orders to protect women from trafficking even though 1600 traffickers were prosecuted.  
· Prostitution is not a crime in Turkey.
On balance it appears that CEDAW’s impact, which Turkey sees as a “constitution for women”, is as a framework for legislation.  But one is left wondering how the laws are being implemented across the country.  

Judith Polizzotti
Co-President AAUW Bridgeport Area Branch
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