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President’s Message

This year’s theme is “Partnering with organizations in the community breaking through educational and economic barriers affecting women and girls and creating positive societal change.”

We celebrated our first September General Meeting with keynote speaker Rebecca Salonen, President of the non-profit Godparents Association  in Bridgeport.  She shared the organization’s  mission to nurture and support the education of young people at risk, particularly young women subject to Female Genital Mutilation and others deprived of education because they are orphans, physically handicapped, traumatized by war or marginalized by poverty.  Rebecca’s stories made the girls’ struggle for an education come alive.   Her efforts for young people in Uganda illustrate the change that one woman can make in the world.

Following her presentations, a circle discussion of “AAUW Partnering in the Bridgeport Area Community” was held with Laurel Anderson representing the League of Women Voters; Ann Gribbon, Director of School Volunteers of Bridgeport (SVA); Linda Wolfson, HCC Women’s Center; Amy Gillis, Women Build (Habitat for Humanity).   The participants discussed their organizations’ work in the community and how AAUW supported them in these efforts.  Future partnering activities include LWV voter registration drives and debates, a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) panel discussion sponsored by the HCC Women’s Center, Read Aloud Day with SVA and tutoring at the Wilbur Cross School.  Women Build would like members to participate in home building and renovations in the local Bridgeport area.

On October 14th , I was fortunate to moderate a panel discussion of “Why should women go into STEM (Science Technology Engineering and Math) fields?” sponsored by AAUW and the HCC Women’s Center with panelists,  Sue  Glasspiegel, Regional Director: CT First (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology); Judi Otton, Principal, Advanced Decisions; Kathleen A. Van Cleef-Toedt, Ph.D, Assistant Professor , Anatomy, Physiology/Biology at HCC; Mary Shurtleff, Software Architect/Programmer at Clear View Edge.  Panelists shared their stories of their educational and work experience struggles and successes in the STEM fields.   Barriers to their success were formidable and challenges continue in their work lives.  Students in the audience were inspired by their experiences.     Sue Glasspiegel, showed a video of the CT First Robotics Competition Program which will be a future program at Harding High School in Bridgeport.  Ellyn Savard, Program Initiatives Manager, Girl Scouts of Connecticut attended and added that the Girl Scouts are also involved in the robotics program.  It is our hope that we will provide a similar STEM panel discussion program in the future.

I hope that you will all join us for the fundraiser and the Holiday Dinner.   

Judi Polizzotti

Co-President AAUW Bridgeport Area Branch
(Editor’s note:  The reservation form for the holiday dinner on Tuesday, December 7  is the last page of this newsletter.)
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Program
The AAUW/LWV Scholarship Fundraiser is Thursday 11-11-10 at the Square One Theatre 2422 Main St. , Stratford at 7:00 pm.
Last year’s performance was excellent and we expect Agatha Christie’s Mousetrap to brighten our evening.  It’s a small newly renovated theatre with no bad seats.  Tickets are $20 and with all proceeds going to our scholarships fund for local area girls.  You are encouraged to bring family and friends.

You can make out the check to AAUW Bridgeport and mail it to Carole Fanslow, 31 Bridgeview Place, Stratford, CT 06614.  Or, you can also bring a check the night of the performance.

Hope to see you there.

Judi Polizzotti

Co-President AAUW Bridgeport Area Branch
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Networking
Our next gathering will be in Stratford at The Shell Station, 2520 Main St.  at 5:00 prior to the AAUW/LWV Fundraiser on Thursday 11-11-10.    We planned it so that networking members could attend the fundraiser and still have an opportunity to get together and catch up on the events in our lives at the same time.

If you are unable to attend the fundraiser please feel free to join us for dinner.  It’s always fun to get reacquainted.  

Also all members and friends are welcome.

RSVP by email to judypoli@hotmail.com or call me with any questions at 203-258-9552. 

Judi Polizzotti

Co-President AAUW Bridgeport Area Branch

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Public Policy
Before the Senate recessed in October to go back to their states

and campaign, Senator Harry Reid filed a cloture petition on the

Paycheck Fairness Act.  That means the Senate will vote for the bill

when they reconvene on November 15.  This is a big step forward for pay equity.  AAUW has been leading a coalition to pass this bill.

The Supreme Court opened last month with three women on the bench.  AAUW celebrates this, and thanks Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg for bringing the case of Lily Ledbetter to the attention of the court and calling on Congress to change the law, which subsequently they did.  Our association believes the country is best served by moderate judges.

Lisa Maatz, AAUW Director of Public Policy and Government Relations was invited to participate in a White House community college summit last month.  The summit was led by Dr. Jill Biden, a community college professor herself.  In an effort to attract new members, the Bridgeport chapter welcomes community college graduates.

AAUW Action Fund released Congressional Voting Records on matters that concern most women and their families.  You can check by going to www.aauwaction.org. and choosing “congressional votes”/”voter guide

Jean Weicker

AAUW Evening Book Discussions  2010-2011

     September  21                                  Home: Mary Misevich, 453 Surrey Lane, Fairfield

203-255-3804

The Botany of Desire (PB) by Michael Pollan, Discussion led by Mary





 

October21


      Home:  Claire Shumofsky, 747 Tahmore Drive, Ffld 





203-372-1700

Zeitoun (PB) by Dave Eggers, Discussion led by Claire

 *November 16 (Tuesday)      Home:  Judi Polizzotti, 58 Great Oak Farm Rd, Monroe

203-268-2014


 The Help by Kathryn Stockett, Discussion led by Phyllis Mankowitz 

    March 10                                  Home:  Louise MacCormack, 1491 Round Hill Rd, Ffld


203-259-0625

 Edith Wharton (PB) by Hermione Lee, Discussion led by Louise

Members can also read any of the novels of Edith Wharton, such as Age of Innocence

April 14
Home:  Gretchen Goethner, 394 Penfield Rd, Ffld


203-254-8481

Lacuna (PB) by Barbara Kingsolver, Discussion led by Gretchen

May 12                                        Home:  Phyllis Mankowitz, 91 Fieldcrest Dr, Trumbull

 
203-261-4971



The Last Empress:  Madame Chiang Kai-Shek by Hannah Pakula, Discussion led by Judi Polizzotti


June 9
Book Discussion Dinner Meeting



Details will be discussed spring of 2011
Our meetings generally begin at 7:30 pm and are open to all in AAUW.  Book group members please email hostess Regrets only.  AAUW members, please call hostess if you can come!  

*Date and location change
Bridgeport Branch Calendar- 2010-2011
November 3rd  -Finance Committee Meeting-home of Gloria Francesconi

November 9th -Contemporary Global Issues-Bayview  
November 11th –“The Mousetrap”-Square One Theater, 7 p.m.

November-16th (Tuesday) -Evening Book Group-home of Judi Polizzotti
November-16th -Morning Book Group-Watermark 

November 30th - Branch Board Meeting-Bayview

December-7th – Holiday Dinner-Holiday Inn, Bridgeport , 6 p.m.
December 14th - Contemporary Global Issues-Bayview
January 5th - Finance Committee Meeting-home of Gloria Francesconi
January 11th - Contemporary Global Issues-Bayview

January-25th - Morning Book Group-Watermark 

February 8th - Contemporary Global Issues-Bayview

February 15th - Branch Board Meeting-Bayview
February 22nd - Morning Book Group-Watermark 

March 2nd - Finance Committee Meeting-home of Gloria Francesconi
March 8th - Contemporary Global Issues-Bayview

March 10th- Evening Book Group-home of Louise MacCormack
March 22nd - Morning Book Group-Watermark 

March 24th - General Meeting-Topic to be Determined-Trumbull Library

April 12th - Branch Board Meeting-Bayview

April ?- (Date to be determined) Contemporary Global Issues-Bayview

April 14th - Evening Book Group-home of Gretchen Goethner
April 16th  (Saturday) - General Meeting-Luncheon Program-Trumbull Library

April 26th -Morning Book Group-Watermark

May 4th - Finance Committee Meeting-home of Gloria Francesconi
May 10th - Contemporary Global Issues-Bayview

May 12th - Evening Book Group-home of  Phyllis Mankowitz
May 19th - Annual Meeting-Location to be determined
May 24th   -Morning Book Group-Watermark

June 7th – Branch Board Meeting-Bayview

June 9th - Evening Book Group-Dinner Meeting
June 14th - Contemporary Global Issues-Bayview

